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example of the inability of all but the highest mountains to
separate peoples of similar ethnic origin. It seems that the
use of mountain ranges for the establishment of boundaries
is a relic from the time when such areas were geographical
frontiers, scantily populated and relatively unimportant,
i.e. before transhumance had developed, before tourism and
the generation of hydro-electricity had become important
sources of wealth of mountain peoples. As soon as emphasis
is shifted from the march to the dividing line, then complica-
tions arise and the aggregate of local grievances may cause
serious conflict between the States concerned.
Moreover, the location of the actual line is by no means an
easy matter and frequently requires complicated negotiations.
Is it to be an irregular line joining the highest summits, or is it
to be a watershed ? The two are seldom exactly coincident. In
any case, a watershed is only a line on the map. In the field, it is
a zone of varying width depending on the height, slope and
rock type of the district concerned. Particularly in through
valleys there is usually an area of indeterminate drainage,
wherein a watershed is non-existent, or again, in limestone
mountains much of the drainage is subterranean and the divide
is indeterminable.
Where boundaries are set up in mountain country strategic
factors are also important, If such a line is imposed by a more
powerful State on another, the former will seek to obtain a
location which will secure military advantage irrespective of
traditional rights and distribution of peoples. The Italo-
Jugoslav boundary,1 as it was defined in the Treaty of Rapallo
in 1921, is an excellent example of how the dividing line was
delimited to the military advantage of the more powerful
State.
River boundaries are even less satisfactory than those
among mountains. Drainage basins tend to exert a unifying
rather than a separating influence, because the rivers and their
valleys provide lines of movement which foster social and
commercial intercourse. Basins such as those of the Lower
Thames, the Seine and the Vienna Basin have indeed been
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